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upon two occasions, both times jeopardizing seriously the
high offices that he held.
He now had absolute power, and before him the uncertain
factor of the problem of Morocco, as victorious as ever, and
absorbing all the attention, the wealth, and the energy which
Spain could command. What was to be done?
Primo de Rivera, faithful to his convictions and resolute
in his judgment, once again thought of abandonment. But
power enslaves and binds with a strength unknown and
never endured by those who live far removed from it. There
were treaties that demanded fulfilment, and a network of
interlocking interests, and a sea of blood already shed, and an
army that refused to render sterile the sacrifices lavished so
freely on African soil.
The solution came of its own accord, for the enemy began
to exert pressure on the Spanish positions, attacking and sur-
rounding them. "The state of affairs in the western zone has
been aggravated considerably by the insurrection of some
tribes, and the dubious attitude of others provoked by the
presence of bands of Riffians from the Sierra de Gomara,
which is making it difficult to supply and communicate with
our positions.'*
Thus said a semi-official note of July i, 1924, But the
whole truth was that an uprising of the tribes had begun in
the western zone which was to attain greater proportions and
importance, as Primo de Rivera admitted on another occa-
sion, than that of 1921 in the zone of Melilla.
All the positions in the basin of the Lau were besieged,
and aid to them was almost impossible because of their
mountainous location, the distance, and the scarcity of troops.
Once again the tragic anguish of a crumbling front. And as
then, Franco with his Legionnaires rushed hastily to the
place of danger.
Blockhouses and positions resisted with an epic heroism.